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The 25th jubilee year of the International Biennial of Graphic Design, to be held from 21 June to 28 October 2012, will introduce a host of new features, foremost among them the suspension of entry categories, opening the event to every form of graphic design.
This includes the elimination of the division of the international competition into the two categories that used to alternate every two years.

The first category in which graphic designers previously presented their work covered poster, corporate, information and advertising graphics, while the second category included graphic design and type in books, magazines, newspapers and the digital media. In contrast, the Brno Biennial 2012 will be open to all forms of graphic design, enabling the transformations, developments and general blurring of borders in contemporary graphic design to be reflected. The 25th International Biennial of Graphic Design Brno 2012 sets out to showcase the very best of international graphic design in 2009-2011. 
   However, the three cornerstones of the biennial of graphic design remain the same. The 25th International Biennial of Graphic Design Brno 2012 will consist of an international competition, a guest curator’s exhibition and an international symposium, supplemented by accompanying exhibitions, cultural programmes and events. 
International Competition
The core of the biennial is the international competition exhibition, which introduces a broad spectrum of contemporary graphic design and its transformations in terms of media and form. The exhibition draws upon work submitted by designers from all over the world, selected by a board of leading designers and design theoreticians. Participation in the international competition is free of charge. The application form for the international competition can be filled in online between 1 November 2011 and 31 December 2011 at www.bienalebrno.org. The website also includes participation conditions. 
Selection board of the Brno Biennial 2012
Na Kim, designer, KR

Tomáš Celizna, designer, CZ

Adam Macháček, designer, CZ

Radek Sidun, designer, CZ

Adam Štěch, design theoretician, CZ

+ Marta Sylvestrová, Curator of the Graphic Design Collection of the MG, CZ 

The first stage in the process, in which exhibits are short-listed, is performed by the selection board. The next stage involves an international jury made up of recognised graphic design artists and theoreticians from all over the world. The jury meets two days before the Biennial opens and, apart from the Grand Prix, it awards the Main Prize for the best work in individual categories and a number of further awards. The 25th Biennial will see the new Czech Centres Prize, open to young Czech graphic designers, which includes a month’s stay in New York. The results will be announced on the Brno Biennial opening day. When the Biennial ends, the work exhibited will become part of the Moravian Gallery graphic design collection.

International Jury the Brno Biennial 2012
Andrew Blauvelt, designer, USA 
Zak Kyes, designer, UK

Sulki & Min, designers, KR

Robert V. Novák, designer, CZ

Jan van Toorn, designer, NL

Awards
The Grand Prix of the 25th International Graphic Design Biennial Brno 2012 - Minister of Culture of the CR Prize will be awarded as part of the international competition, while further prizes will be awarded by an international jury made up of leading figures in international graphic design.

Special awards, such as the Mayor of the City of Brno Award for an artist under 35 years old, and the Brno Biennial Award for a contribution to graphic design, will be augmented, in the upcoming biennial, by the Czech Centres Award for graphic design students and graduates, which includes a month's stay in New York. The Visitors' Award will be announced.

Guest curator´s exhibition
Experimental Jetset: Some Things thet I know about Provo (Brno version)

The Dutch Experimental Jetset studio has prepared an exhibition on the subject of Provo, an Amsterdam anarchist movement (1965-1967). Experimental Jetset focuses on printed matter published by the movement, as well as on various groups that have elaborated upon Provo's central idea. In more general terms, the organisers raise issues as to whether those concerned with archiving can also be engaged in activism (and vice versa), whether printers are allowed personalised input into their work, and whether there exist relations between a city and a printing works. The project has a strong personal charge, since Marieke Stolk, one of the three members of the Experimental Jetset team, is the eldest daughter of Rob Stolk (1946-2001), one of the founding members of the Provo movement.

Project concept: Experimental Jetset, Amsterdam
International Biennial Talks
The Biennial will open on June 22, 2012 with three days of lectures and presentations by world-famous designers and design theoreticians.

The symposium will provide an opportunity to become acquainted with some of the leading figures in international graphic design, their work and opinions. In addition, it will provide an opportunity for personal discussion and space for critical debate.

The official languages are Czech and English.
Accompanying exhibitions 
Work from California
The exhibition will introduce the story of the 31st American state through the work of graphic designers from the West Coast of the USA. It will show and interpret Californian graphic design, which has originated in a multicultural environment, and give a comprehensive overview of it.
Project concept: Jon Sueda, San Francisco

Husák didn´t smoke dope and what followed
The Czech music poster, from the 1970's to the present, or, normalization, McDonaldization and attempts at normality. The project explores all that defies fossilised social systems, past and present, and that upsets the establishment.
Project concept: Karel Haloun

Kasia Korczak
Kasia Korczak was the winner of the Grand Prix at the Brno Biennial 2008. She studied at the London Metropolitan University and the Werkplaats Typografie in Arnhem, Holland, then established an art collective called Slavs and Tartars in 2005 and launched Beauty is a welcome guest everywhere, a discussion blog.

Květa Pacovská
Květa Pacovská is involved in graphic design, painting, conceptual art and installations. The Czech Republic's first lady of the artist's book, she will present, as part of the Figures of Czech Graphic Design series, her own sophisticated approach to the production of the haptic, audio, sculptural and architectural book-objects associated with her experimental free art, together with selected highlights of her poster design.

History of the Brno Biennial

The Brno International Biennial of Graphic Design, established in 1963, is one of the oldest and most important events in the field of visual communication worldwide.

The birth of the Brno Biennial took place against a backdrop of the cultural and political situation in the 1960's, when events were driven by efforts on the part of Czechoslovak artists and designers to develop their right to free artistic expression, tempered by the possibility of comparing what they designed with international counterparts.

The Brno Biennial has provided a major international platform for exhibitions, discussions and relevant accompanying programmes on dynamically-expanding graphic design and its importance to visual culture, for over five decades.
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